Canadian neuroradiology is exemplary within Canadian radiology as a contributor to national and international advances in neuroimaging and education. Through innovation, strong clinical fortitude, and academic leadership, Canadian neuroradiologists are also collaborators with neurosurgeons, neurologists, and neuroscientists. Canadian neuroradiology has continued to grow with the demand for sophisticated neuroimaging and as collaborative health care delivery has become the new norm.
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In 1990, upon the recommendation of the Canadian Association of Radiologists (CAR), the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada recognized neuroradiology as a subspecialty by establishing accredited training programs, later transitioning to a subspecialty with a certifying examination. Neuroradiology is also a model for other subspecialties of diagnostic radiology, with increasing evolution from ad hoc clinical fellowship training to true subspecialty status. Now when health care demands are high and with increasing restraints on health care services and delivery, it is even more important to identify and maintain the high standards that have defined this field from the beginning.
The Canadian Society for Neuroradiology (CSNR) has been established to identify and further advance the role of neuroradiology in Canada. Its objectives focus on maintaining homogenous, high standards of clinical care, education, and research across the country. In addition to fostering collaborative relationships with the CAR and the American Society of Neuroradiology (ASNR), the CSNR seeks to participate with the Canadian Neurological Sciences Federation, a multidisciplinary network of neuroscience specialists taking care of patients with neurological disorders in Canada. Forming these multidisciplinary relationships is essential to establishing and maintaining our significant role within the medical community, and facilitating advancements in the research of neurological disorders.
In addition to developing strong collaborative clinical relationships, the CSNR advocates for neuroradiology at a government level. With the guidance and mentorship of the CAR, the CSNR will maintain strong communication with government on pertinent issues. Many of us are also members of the ASNR, and realize the significance of their work to promote the practice of American neuroradiology. The CSNR has requested that ASNR support our focus on similar activities for the betterment of Canadian neuroradiology. Such a formal relationship with ASNR will acknowledge our strong relationships.
Canadian neuroradiology for many decades includes both diagnostic and interventional components. Multiple accredited Canadian training programs have embraced the diagnostic side; however, there is need for accreditation for interventional neuroradiology. The CSNR will create guidelines for training and practice in Interventional neuroradiology for a structure under the Royal College.
For neuroradiology in Canada, current health care constraints need not overshadow opportunity. To solidify our role in medicine and ensure continued advancement of our field, the CSNR offers a professional platform for a continued cohesive front. The CSNR will foster collaborative relationships with our neuroscience and radiology colleagues, advocate to government, and maintain high academic standards across the country These are key to maintaining our relevance in the future health care environment.
We encourage all practicing Canadian neuroradiologists to join and participate in CSNR to help shape neuroradiology's future in Canada.
